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time for consolidation. Intervals of rest may be as important
as periods of practice, whether the matter in question be a
skilled movement or an intellectual activity. The young
teacher need not be hopelessly discouraged if he finds, as he
will, that at certain times his class seems to make no progress.
Consolidation is going on beneath the surface, and if he has
patience he will see the result of his labours in the sudden step
forward that his pupils will take when the time is ripe. As we
shall sec later, certain stages of development seem to be
Nature's periods of consolidation.
Finally, we must briefly examine certain results of the modi-
fication and organization of the mental structure. Let us
return to the example of the cat and the charwoman. The
first time the animal finds itself in the situation described,
where objects are moving across the floor, he responds as his
nature prompts him, trying to catch the moving objects and
play with them. According to Drever, the cat has a feeling
that it is worth while to respond in this way, and this feeling
of worth-whileness is the meaning of the moving objects to
him; he is impelled, in virtue of his inborn mental structure,
to relate them to himself, so giving them meaning. We may
call this innate structure, which prescribes a certain meaning
to a certain situation, a primary disposition, and the meaning
so given a primary meaning. But on subsequent occasions
the meaning of the situation is different; instead of the
original feeling of worth-whileness, the cat now has a feeling
that it is worth while to attack the good lady. This is clearly
a secondary meaning, and it is a product of his own individual
experience, not of his original nature. The original primary
disposition has become modified and enlarged; it has become
a secondary disposition, and the meaning of the same sense
impressions is now very different. Thus experience turns
primary dispositions into secondary dispositions, and primary
meanings into secondary meanings.
One might follow out at considerable length the conse-
quences of the modification of primary dispositions; it is
clearly a process that begins at birth and continues throughout
life. Let it suffice now to point out that the meaning of a